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BIRDS AND FISH

“Mudding” in Southern Bay-
ous and “Cowing” for
candhill Cranes in
the North.

ATROUT THEORY DISPROVED

Unexpected Wildcats—Up to

Date Deer — Too Many
wild Ceese in Wheat
Fields of California.

*The local angler in the trouting regions
wrn Pennsylvahia, or of any other
backwoods  trouting  region for that
“wild i New York lover of the rod
and dline, "1 always ready for action
< soon as the law allows fishing. It
waen't @0 long ago that he used the worm
Jly in his early fishing, not be-
canse he could not use the fly dexterously
bt beciise from time out of mind he had
stubbernly elung to the belief that trout

would uot rise for the fly so long as there
wis &now water in the streama or untill
b omatural insects had appeared. I am
sory that iy foolish eagerness to have
e tronting one season while the con-
cone wore all against good eport de-

troyad the belief in that tradition at

#out

e : T ———————— —
]ehuy call bream wasn't so0 much bl.mr'— out to have sport with the sandhill cranes,
T Ithnn the sunfish of our Northern ponds  That terpsichorean exercise of the cranes

| wise a basket to put your fish in.
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and rivers | would take it to be that was something worth crawling a mile
fish. We haven't got any white perch through the tall grass on a wet and muddy
or crappie in New York waters, and it {a prairio to get a sight of.
a pity, for [ tried some hook and line| “The dimces had all the appearance of
flabing with them down there and it was |old fashioned quadrilles. A colony of
well worth while, | eranes would assemble at some big slough,
“FEven tradition hasn't it of record With the leader posted apart from the
who made the discovery that by agitating others, standing erect and stately, an a
the mud a condition of water would sentinel to watch against surprise. The
result that made the depths of the lakes dancingcranes formed in couples and went
and bayous unbearable to the fish dwell- | through the mazes of the dance with a
ing in them and drove them to the sur- solemnity that was comical, but at the
face, but somebody made it, and it js %ame time with an evident sonse of en-
utilized annually by the natives. This joyment of the exercise. What the sig-
mode of fishing is called mudding, and | nifloance of this odd performance was no
to go mudding in the swamp lakes is the | one ever knew, but it ococurred with great
height of pleasure as well as profit to the | regularity.
Inhabitante of those districta, “While the cranes were engaged in the
“No line, hook, rod or bait is needed. | dance was the time the skilful hunter
If you are going to be a genuine sports- | chose to pit his skill agpinst the watchful-
man at your mudding your tackle will neas of the sentinel loaader. It was an
consist of a small single tined spear or | impossibility for a hunter to walk within
pike besides your splunge.. The aplunge | shooting distanve of a flock of cranes,
you will engage a colored citizen to carry | either while they were dancing or feeding,
and manipulate for you. It is n piece for the watchful leader was sure to sound
of hoard two feet long and eight or ten ! the alarm. Consequently it was only the
inches wide with a hole bored in the mid- ! most expert and patient hunters that suc-
dle into which a long handle is inserted. | coeded in getting near enough for a shot
“The colored attendant carries like- | betore the birds could get the poise noces-
He |sary for them to rise in flight. This
wades into the water until he ia waist |necessary polse required a little time,
deep and thrusts the splunge down on |and if a hunter could get within gunshot
the bottom and stirs up the mnd. In a | before the leader on picket duty detected
vary short time the water bacomen thick :"‘:o::w"m“h he was sure of at least two
::’:“::::ym‘:":o '::’:::3" fish will begin | " “I"fiave crawled more than half n mile

k { through the long prairfe grass, over th
. “The perch come first, jumping out | wet marsh, utlckgyrll'nud uﬁi !:I:uf:\:l‘in n?
of the water their full length. Next the | that garden spoi of the country toward
black' bass, or trout, appear and make "'l cing or feeding colony of crunes
the water lively with their protests lqalmt':,ﬁ‘g":nsh&'ﬁ; e ?«!:-ol?na":?:&
the proceeding. As the fish appear the | that this time f‘ at lenst usr-mlpla

d ba

fisherman wados out and ‘makes his se- of 'em, my ear woultfhn aplit with that
lection, sharp cry of the mentinel leader and I
“If he is the sportsman mudder, he WOU d soon see the flock rire from the
lnunches hia pike or spear at the fah jiateh 1080 aulng vy, traiing thei
and so expert are some of these fisher- | sort of thumb to YOUF NoSH g:‘ reasion. "
men that they can impale a perch or basa| “When sandhill cranes were first hunted
hile it is in the air. There are mh.,-’nn the Mis=souri prairies in the pioneer
fishermen though who am not quite :'t:‘,-_‘t',’m‘z}:"t::’i't‘“"‘;‘f;n}"[ them in ”"'r'" o4, 4
i a rie Zrasa wos the only

the real thing in sport. who carry long | .y of etalking them ftmwn to the set-
threa tined gigs, barbed on the end, to | iers. Then one time, long befo' de wah,
jab into the fish promiscuously. Again |suh, some one from Louisiana had busi-

cowhides on to his neck 'fore he oould:duch the wheat farmers of California
gether himaelf to come an’ seo me ag'in. | have to employ a large force of herders

He was toler'ble like an eel yit, an' he
squirmed over on his back in a Jiffy, an’
Hliftin® hia hind claws he ketched me jest
below the knee an' nipped the breeches
an' boot leg off clean down to the ankle
as easy as I'd spud the bark offen a hem-
lock.

“ ‘He took a trifle o' my hide with 'em,
too, but he didn’t have no chanoe to olutch
no more of it, for 1 smashed his big head
with a lick from my rifle butt, an' he give
up the ghost. This'n here, Colonel.
See where | s(‘unnh(-cl his head in?’
..“..llua hurlmlm the iIt' off hil'%huul!ular

n, and 1 saw plainly enough where
he had smashed the wildoat's head.
e ‘Well," resumed the old woodsmam,
that was nice an' easy as fur as it went,
but seems JMP” he wasn'( satisfied wil‘l
nosin’ this feller out, but he must keep
on huntin' 'round in the swamp all the
while I was havin' the set-to with the
wildoat. The consequence was that I
hadn’t hardly time to draw a long breath
when out o' the awamr jumped the ‘rigi-
nal owner o' this here biggest pelt.

“ ‘Now whether he seen on the jump
thgt I had made a carcas® outen his mate
an' didn't intend to let it go without a
word or two o' protest, or whether he
thought 1 was standin’ in the way o' his
gittin' away from the dog, I ain't ready to
make affidavit, to, but he didn't wait to
be interferad with himeelf but opened on
me from the word go. :

“ *Ltried the rifle butt business on him,
but it didn't seemn to have no more effect
on him that if I was poundin’afeather hed
instead o' his tough old conk. Jasper
come out to help me with thisrash an' in-
consider't fellor, but the ugly varming
certainly did oircusa the both on us 'round
that pateh o' timber most amazin.'

* '‘Hefore | ﬁnt in the hicky whaok that
broke his back he had darn niqh oleaned
me outen wearin' apparel, an' had left
a toler’'ble fair showin' digs on my hands
an' arme—there, Colonel,' said Joa, drop-
ping the pelts and shoving up the sleeves
of his hunting shirt, ‘you kin see 'em yit.’

“Plain enough 1 could see ‘em, and if
I'd had those fmqhan and mlashings on
me 1'd have had ‘em wrapped up in cloths
an inch deap, hut Joe didn’t have as much
as & plastor on ‘em,

“"A toler'ble fair showin' o' digs on| |
my honds an’ arme,' resum#d Joe, pick- | |

ing vy his pelts. ‘an’ they had gou
Jasper so ha looked as if somebody £

tipnin® a kag o' red paint over him

had | had
| been pickin' his feathers off an' then !
| i

to patrol the flelds and frighten away
the enormous flocks that swoop down on |
the young and growing grain and devour

“The ravaging swarms of wild fowl
begin their work of destruction early in|
the fall, a8 soon as the wheat begins to |
saprout. They first invade the country !
along the rivers, but they do not tarry
| there an hour after the rains have made |
the wheat plains habitable for them. i

“Yolo county, whero I first hired out as'
a wild goose and duck herder, seemed
as If it could beat all creation as a feeding
place for wild geese, but when 1 went to
Colusa county to help patrol the Bogg'
wheat ranch 1 made up my mind that 1
had never before seen wild geese enough
to be worth speaking of. There is a vast
expanss of barren plain in that county
which affords an unrivalled place of ren-
dezvous for both geese and ducks, and 1
have seen those bLarrens at times when
1 thought that all the wild geese that went
forth to all parts of the land must have
their starting place on that area. f

“They may be seen rising from those |
plains in swarma like the locusts of Egypt |
and going forth in all directions to prey
on the farmers. 1 have seen a tract -of
seventy-five acres in Colusa county abso-
lutely covered with wild geese, so densely
packed as to resemble pictures 1 have
ml‘: of seabird rookeries on some ocean
rock.

. “There are many large wheat ranchea
in Colusa and Tolo counties and some of
them employ from twenty-five to fifty
men o patrol the fields and wage con-
tinual warfare against the geeso and
ducks. The herdera live in ‘cabins scat-
tered about in the fields, There are day !
and night shifts of the herders, for the |
wild fowlseem not to be able to get enough

to eat during the day, and so feed by

night too,

“Ducks are more troublesome as night
feedors than geese. Some years ago lhn-‘
accidental discovery was made that a!
light in a field in proximity to night feed- |
2# ducks frightened them away. This |

to the placing of lanterns plentifuly |
| about the fields, and for a long time this |
the desired effect.
“The fowl were so shy of the bLright |
hts that they kept away from the fields |

|
|

VT TR

NT OF CROOKED
PLAY AND A FEUD

Ends Because No One Else Was
Ready to Argue With

Harper.

It was not unprecedented thai there
should be a shooting affray on the public
street in La Crosse before the railroad had
been extended to that point, but there
were ciroumstances oonnected with the
killing of Dick Langdon which invested
it with peaiiliar interest, and public senti-
ment was by no means unanimous on the
question whether big Bill Harper was jus-
tifled.

According to the weight of testimony,
and there were many witnesses, the two
men drew their weapons so nearly at the
same instant that it was impossible to say
which had his pistol out first.

The feud between the two men was a
matter that had divided the community
into factions, and roughly speaking these
factions comprised the law abiding class
on the one hand and thess who preferred
the freedom of border life on the other, in-
cluding all the professional gamblers in
town.

Dick Langdon had bLeen one of these.
By reason of his foroe of character and an
engaging personality he was recognized
as a leader among those who stood for

| the utmost license in personal eonduet,

inoluding the privilege of gambling in
public. Bill Harper, on the other hand,
though not a stickler for puritanism, was
a leader of the faction which strove to
eradiocate open lawlessness from the settle-
ment.

There had been public mass meetings.
There was even talk of organizing a
vigilance committee.  And big Bin Harper
was among the foremoat of those who had
advocated the most extreme measures.
He wga even known to have advocated
openly the raiding and destruetion of
Langdon’s establishment.
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rhut to the surprise of all Harper pulled

out arollof bills and counting them overn
said “1 have only 8500 with me, and I

raise it $300."

“Three more,” sald Hlxb{ coolly, loak.*’
ing at Wheeler, but that player had had”
enough. “I reckon an ace ‘I|gh flush i
no good here,” he said, and throwing'
down his rn.{(‘la face up he showed that’
that was really what he had. ‘

Then Bixby drew down the side money
and showed four nines, but Harper showed|'
four aces and reached for the pot. Acker-,
man's opportunity had come.

to Bizhy,
that

|

“That was hard luck,” he said
“but you hadn't a chance agnnst
kind of a play.”

His hand moved toward his hip pocket
n':n he upnlmi nhmrlir'm Iulr;,l'y 'l'!'i‘;r h that

¢ ex ted trouble, but big arper
nhotvel:(‘ not the least excitement. He
gathered in the money and chips in the
pot and piled up the chipa on the table,
then taking the money in his right hand
he stuffed it into the outside pocket of his
sack coat.

Then very deliberately he looked at
Ackerman and said: “Would you mind
aq‘limntin' that remark?"  And Ackerman

id ro,

“And what do you mean by that kind
of a play?" said Harper, still without a
sign of excitement,

“I mean,” said Ackerman, moving his
hand a little but not yet drlwln&b

un, “that nobody would have p
three aces the way vou did before the
draw unless he had known by the hack
of the next card that it was the fourth
aco.”

And as he spoke the last words he
pulled his gun,

Harper never moved from his easy

ition, leaning back in his chair, but
-lal‘uru Ackerman's “I.I;l wan !;Irly Iculw
there came a rt from the ot
that sack cvwaml the mbhrp?:ﬂ with
a bullet through his brain.
went baock

And when big Bill Har|
o wog.{o renew the

to La Crosse no one
GOING ALOFT.

feud.
It Is Not the n;mu Aboard Bhip
--Sometimes 1t's Pleasant. : )
“Most of the people who have asked mo
about my experience before the mast,”
said a man who has served as an ordinary
seaman on a deep sea vessel, “have said
right away, ‘But wasn't it dreadful to go
aloft?” Now as a matter of fact going

aloft was one of the least of the things I
had to contend with.
“When I went aboard that old square

Naturally enough a personal enmity
betwean the two had replaced the suf-
| ficiently amicable acquaintance that once

“‘Aftor 1 broke the wildcat's bank the | whore they were displayed. By and by, |
{erittar wasn't o' much use to himself, J though, the ducks became aware of the |
| Tt hia spirit was jest as willin', though | fact that the lanterns were not dangerous,
the flesh was weak. 1 hain't said nothin’ | and it wasn't lon

moone favorite fishing district.
stream was in northern Penn-
I'he tirue was the middle of

there is the lubberly or chump fisher- | ness of some kind in that part of Missouri
man who doesn't even trust to his skill | A0d hearing about the randhill cranes
with a three tined barb but goes into

| and the difficulty of getting a shot at them,

"

Voo Bt Al aRT W ; 'he wanted t r ¢ ! t L r
v, but the }n % was still deep in many | the water with a dip net, or even a corn | cow for 'fft“‘;n"‘:““‘f“‘,‘;".‘l:j'”:;‘ (rii:llkr-n:-ng?lé about tho yellin' an' unearthly cater- Were foeding by t’f\:i'rt.l‘il;:m.‘ refore they | oxisted, and this enmity had increased to | rigger for the first time I thought '3
e4 along the creek, and a cold north- | hagket, tied to a long pole to scoop up the ducks down in the gulf country of | W2ulin' he kep' up, ‘cause I hain't got| “The mmall farmers in the wheat dis-|stch a pitch that Langdon had aworn to ' aloft would be the worst of all. I thought

rainstorm  was  prevailing.  That
mtain region is liable to have winter
tgerng with it =o late that visiting

ortsmen do not often risk the discom-
torts of it and 20 as a rule do not seek
streams before May, although the
opene in April=the first day of
time [ epeak of. For this
e streams have been left to the
wocal angler, with his pole and worm for
o) Hiw, some years, and up to
this e he had never seen any-
thing to alter hus beliel that trout would
not jump at a 1y under the conditions of
water and weather mentioned.

Fhiat year the season had been very

wiward and when I asked for a guide
10 go with me that -i:-u-ufngiug morning
the landlord at the little backwoods tav-
ern looked at me as if he thought [ was
crazy. He said that no one had been able
o get a single fishworm yet, I replied
that Ldudn't care for worms, as I fished
with a flv.  That made him smile,

“Why don’t you know that trout won't
jump at a fly yit® said he. ‘Flies hain't
come on to the creeks vit,
uncommon late a season.
have worms.'

*lsaid 1 guessed | eould manage with
afrif he'd get some one to go along with
meto the creek. It was worth travelling |
.:‘Tl the way up there from town, even to|

' h weather as 1 had, to eee the

wled expression on that landlord's face |
os e chuckled over having such a green- |
iter to, but he got me a native
W oact as v guide. The native himself !
was stag I when he found that I was
going ch a day,

Whi it 1o the creek T wasn't sure
= koing to bave lun with
reck was in good con-

© of water, but my

when [ saw the snow
isiastic and mis-
vet maw much

e dny's sport while
Lo deep in snow and

wed with ice, par-

“ coldest and most
clting down upon
willing to forgo

» have with me, for
1 to go back to the
but I had travelled
taoenjoy some May
mnd to have jt.
SUries amazement a
‘ first cast, and
kivg them until 1T had
. ‘o dozen in a stretch
JdEamnde long. But it was
sucke They took the
tumation but made so
bwing hooked that if it
the weight of the fish
have known [ had

S0 1 quit in disgust

U Lack to the tavern we
natives there l'l._' had
of my crazy idea of |
vith a fly before it was |

oraing to all backwoods
¢+ Atd were there to enjoy my
wheno 1 returned.  They

i when they saw my
would have believed
thiem on a fly but for the cor-

timony of their fellow
IV guide
sigee then | have heen will-

over all the pleasures of early
NEIn suca a region as that to any
vant them, 1 have learned,
fat the idea that trout  will

I a fly while enow water in
110 longer prevails among the
hermen up there and they no
at until the ground is so thny|

© wortns before they go out to
1115 tou bad that pet belief is de-

the
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WL DDING FOR FISH,
A Metiag Titey Use in Bayous l;‘“ Lakes
N Sounthern Swamps,
A way of catching fish
< s and bavous of the low swamp |
fM sippl and other Southern |
i Now York man after a
ose part=, “that heats ﬁiltillﬂ‘
and waiting for a bite, pro-
ovoitre after and not just

I

ave

Ml
ninit

- m W oy e e

" place those watera eontain
Mt varietios of fish than any
or streams [ know of,
negood Black bass, crap-
(ish, white perch, bream
ot more dwell, seemingly, |
b when vou go fishing for |
) they tish down there all |
do s 1o take your choice
o owant

bass, though,

they call
Mullet is a hig
call a sucker up hore, but

It to weigh as much as feur
P and s of fine lavor, If the fish

country

grivt
¥

fish he wants

“The bream and crapp'e seem to be
able to fight against the thickening of
the waters longer than the bass or perch
and they are the third to come raging

to the top. The mullet is almost proof |

against the disturbance and it is a long
time before he finds it so uncomfortahle
in the mudded depths that he seeks the
top for air.

“The stranger out mudding waulkl
never detect this ecoming of the mullet,
for all he exposes above the water is the
tip of his snout. To the uninitiated this
protuberance in the water woukl be

taken for an air bubble. The mudder to |

the mhnner born is well aware of the
mullet’'s coming and the spear, gig and
dip net at once get their work in on him.
“After continuous mudding of the
water for some minutes it bocomes so
thick that the fish turn on their sides and
gasp for breath. The genuine sportsman
mudder then calls a halt and moves with
his aid to another part of the lake. But
the basket and net fishermen regard this

it's been so |giage of the mudding as their best op-|

portunity and remain ,to scoop up the
gasping fish as long as they come to the
top. [ have aeen enough fish of these
various kinds gasping on the surface of
the water in a space not more than a
hundred feet around to atock a good
gized fish market for a week.

Louisiana. N7
| ““The 'Cajun farmer,' said Le. "has an |0 exhibit to prove ‘em hy. but they was
'old cow that he keeps especially for hunt- | hair raisin’
ing ducks, He has acoustomed this cow | “'When 1 got the owner o' this here
[ to his following alongside of her as she | pelt foul 1 served him same as [ did the
feeds on the prairie #nd he guides her {one thet owned t'other un, an’ then 1
toward the marsh where the ducka are, (2ot down on the ground about as willin'
'keeping her between him and them. |as I ever done anything in my life.  Aftoer
{ They don't seem to mind the cow and by | takin' ‘count o' stock, an' thinkin' the
and by she ‘has been stesred along until | matter all over, 1 says to mysell that |

ahe har brought the 'Cajun pear enough | @uessed T'd eall them two cattymounis |
: e = aF SroNEh | s | green wheat fed fowl being estesmed as a

'for a shot and he simply eters ont and {a doy an' auit an' po home
takes it. If he doean’t bag half a dozen | *It was nhout all that Jasper could
| or o of ducks that's his own fault ' {do to wadd'a along with me, an' T was
| "So our felks thought it wonldn't be jmirhty glad of it as it turned out, for
|a bad idea to try the ‘Cajun schama,’ and [ on the way in what shouid cross our path
(somenne coached an old enw of his until | but the bear I had pone o t temark down,
(she stood for being pointed aronnd over | an’ if Jasner hadn't heen out o' commis-
the prairie just as he steered her, That |rion he'd "2 vitohed into Bruin, 1 know,
citizon and his cow brought in the racord  an’ then we'd got into trouhle, sure *
{bag of cranes the first dav e took her | “Aw it is, the=a isn't anv doubt but
Il\lll. and cowing for sandh!l ecranes | Joe will keap hisa ove on that bea~ for
got to be the thing, ,mmra reforence and will be bringing
Y “Then by and by the mind of the crane | its palt in one of these days *

! hunter rese above cow and took to horse. | - "

11t was found that a man on horseback | . .
Itl'nulcl ride pretty close to :-l:um Cranes SWART ""{"" T DEER.

{ wera before thev would discover that he - Don't Ke &

wasn't part of the horse, 8o horsos were F o T:'::‘ 1] ‘::m;r;::‘: “: ':" (..nme

trained to walk quietly v to where cranea w piiflincit4 “xpinin Their Actions?
“Millrift." smald a Pike county man,

were congregated. either for dance or|
e:l‘ﬂ. Hl'\g “ii:ﬂt; :‘PIP)' gEot to :Th’l noint [ “doesn’t yet go so far as to escribe to
where the bird began to sniff danger |
[to rush swiftly in upon them before | ita deer enough intelligence to be aware
[they could get their poise for flight. In ' of the open and close shooting seasons,
|this way the snort became profitably but it would like to know what makes
exciting, although maybe it wasn't giving | ita deer or some of them cut up the way
reat ":'l‘in:c:qx:‘ T:-a:::m: hrlwtuntttlwmtm { ey 8o
E | *“Fer instance lact summer they were so

work, but when it at last came to get the |
hang of it the horse seemead to enjoy the | heizhborly that they sauntered every

“They have a soft shell snapping turtled 8port with as much zest as the hunters | little while down among the farms, par-

down in those waters that interested me,
and if that eritter doesn't prove the truth
of the saying, ‘'Handsome is as handsome
does,' then it never can be proved. If
you can imagine a living thing of its kind
alongside of which our own knobbed and
corrugated, dragon footed and rhinoceros
hided snapping turtle would be a model
of pulehritude, and add a snakelike neck
a foot or more in length, at the end of
which is a triangular head with a snout
like a pig's, built for rooting, vyou may
get some little idea of how handsome this
soft shell snapper is. But if you would

| know how handsome this frightful look- | home last week,” said Col. Parker,

ing eritter does you want to taste him,

“They catch these turtles by set lines
baited with fish. The big ones are not
the ones chosen for the table A ten
poundér is about the right size. They
cook it in various ways, all turning it out
fit for anybody's palate and in any one
of which this ugly critter certainly proves
that it is handsome §s that handsome does

“The inevitable alligator is a neighbor
of the fishes and the snappers in these
curious swamp land lakes and bayoua
He grows to a great size, and alligator
nesting is a famous pastime with the
swamp land small boy.

“The female alligator seeks a epot near
the shore to build her nest on. After she
gets it made it looks like a big brush heap
or pile of drift. Under that she crawls
uur when she comes out again she has
left from forty to sixty eggs under the
brush. She never goes far from her nest
until her young are hatched, but remains
near to stand guard over the nest, snakes
and swamp birds being very fond of them

“The way the boys get the eggs, not-
withstanding her flerce front as she standa
gentinel over them, is by a bit of strategy
They know she will not charge upon them
unlesé they get near the nest. Half a
dozen or so of boys make up a nesting
party. When they discover a nest a
couple of the boys get as near as they can
and hide.

“The rest of the party go beyond the
nest and turn and come back toward it
The alligator on guard sees them coming,
faces them, advances a few yards, stops
and blows herself up like a great toad
fish. When she doea that the boys go
nearer and dance and caper about, keej:-
fng at a safe distance,

“As long as the bo{il stay there the
alligator will not take her eyes off them.
While she is thus intent on the Hoys in
front of her she neither sees nor hears
anything that may be T)[ng on behind
her. Ko the boys who hid at the spot in
the rear of her steal to the nest, break into
it at that side, quickly remove the ﬂllﬁﬂ
and stow them in a bag they cany for the
purposs and creep away again.”

HUNTING CRANES.

SANDHILL
Stalking and “Cowing' on the Missouri
Prairies in the Old Days.

“When we hunted sandhill cranes
on the broad Missouri prairies.” said
Iloh Hobson, who busies himself now-
adays hunting for travellers and bagging
them for passage over the rallroad he
represents, “wae didn't hide behind blinds

| and wait for the big birds to come to us

and be shot, We calculated to show our
#kil] and cunning by going to the cranes.
There was some class to hunting sandhill
cranes that way.

“The hunter had to use strategy of the
highest order, for this great, long legged
bird is not exceaded by any wild creature
in shyness and acuteness of sight and
hearing nor in a peculiar geniugs for look -
ing out for its safety. It was tha habit
of the hirds on the prairie to divide the
hig Hocks into smaller groups, each
of which had & leader, and thus they were
not assembled in one particular locality
hut scattered over the plain.

“1t was while they were at their morn-
ing dances that the hunter usually went

themselves,

“Civilization has ere;t up and rushed in | ;
on those sandhill eranes, though. worse | became lush and juioy, and as if not to

than ever hunter and horse did, and |$how partiality they favored the village

spoiled those prairies ns a resort for them | gardens as the sass came on apace.

for business and ]llf‘.mll'ri‘, and I [ll.lmla' “Thus those deer took on all summer

:":":,erm &Et‘;':::’_" hunting horses must | ;g aven up into the early fall turnip

! : land "tater time, while all that the Mill-
'rifters could do was to lie back and grit

it!wi— teeth and grimly think that Octoher

| ticularly after the prass in the meadowa

TWO WILDCATS RBY CHANCE.

| them *

association and |m|y for the patrol service |
out of a common fung, many of the far-|
mers doing patrol duty themselves. The |
destructive fowl remain in the wheat belt
all winter, and the wheat the farmers
harvest they have had to fight constantly |
l’orrqpnlhulo retain.

“Wild geese and ducks are shipped h_v‘
the thousand to San Francisco and other
markets from the wheat district, the

great delicacy there, but if the markets
could take ten times as many as they
do there would still be unte!d numbers
of the destructive fowlthat are killed left
Iving on the ground to feed the furred
and feathered scavengers that feast upon |

RATTLESNAKE RBY MAIL.
Splders, Scorplons and Bats Also Sent to
® Californian,

From the Lpa Angelea Times.

A live rattlesnake held captive in a large
oil can which in turn was reenforced with
A wooden box arrived at the Hollenbeck
vesterday consigned to Charles Smead.

+ Bince his receipt of the rare Latrodectus
manctus, or red spotted spider, the most
poisonous insect of ita kind, two weeks ngo
Smead has been made the custodian of an
innumerable ccllection of spiders, bags and
curious living things .bat crawl, creep and
fiy, the latest being the rattlesnake.

‘A friend residing in Calzona having read
of the fact that the hotel man had received
the spider decided on & more peculiar gift
and as a result set out to catch the snake,
of which speciea there are many in that
saction of the country. In a let.er accom-
panying the gift the donor men.ions the
manner of its capture and hopes that Smead |
will be able to add it to the collection which !
e has or is making for the Southwest mu- |
seum. As yet Smead has not been able to
decide whether the serpent shall be killed |
and ite skin tanned and stuffed or whNherl
to turn it over to «ome of the Main street
side show fakers

l

A Flud by Eighty-Year=0ld Joe Shropshire | was on its way with the law to be liftad off
and s Dog Jasper. of the deer when it came, and then! Then
" HanrisBUro, Pa., April 8 —“I was up ! those turnip and ‘tater patches would run
“and | red with blood of deer and Millrift would
almost the first pergon I met after 1 got ! teast on the sweet and juiev venison its
there waa Joe Shropshire, with the pelts |meadows and gardens and fields had
of two of the biggest wildcata 1 had ever I fattened
seen slung over his shoulder. “But would you balieve it, although tha
“Judas preachin'!’ said 1. 'Where did | day before the hunting season opened
you get them two big pelts, Joo?' |there were no less than four big deer
““Where'd I git "em?’ raid Joe, lnokin..:llmnplin.: things in one of Rill Padget's
at me as if he wondered what in the world | lots, the next day Padget's field and
I was asking such a foolish question as |every other fleld and foraging corner in,
that for. ‘Where'd you 'speot I got 'em- | at or about Millrift was as empty of deer
if not from the two wildcats they growed | 8 if no such thing as deer had ever been.
on to? Where else would you ‘spect 1| All the venison Millrift got it had to go
got 'em? out into the far wooda and hunt for and
“Joe Shropshire musi be getting along | hunt for
pretty nigh to 80, but he is tough as a pine| “No deer, either buck, doe or fawn,
knot and as lively as a colt vet. He has | Was seen in that vicinity again until some

From Don Cabezos, on the Mexican bor-
der, Smead several davs ngo received one
of tha most perfect specimens of a scors |

pion ever seen here, it is 5!, inches in
{length with not a vertebra or a claw dis- |
placed in the horrible Iand erab. In addi-
tion «wo splendid specimens of the centi-
pede were enclosec |

A mining man residing in Lower Cali- |
!rorniu undertook (o show his esteem for
[the hotel man by shipping him a pair of |
bats captured in a grea. guano cave along |
the west shore. They were both dead,
but preserved in such a manner that they
will keep for a long time. In the letter ac-
companying the bats the mining man
tells n wonderful tale of the millions of these
night fliers that at about 7 o'clock in the |
evening begin to leave the caves:

*They pour forth in one stegdy stream
for a period of more than three hours, ulll
going out over the ocean in their flight. |
At about 3 o’clock in the moarning they begin |

spent the best part of his life prowling [days after the hunting season closed.
around in the woods, and 1 s'pose he'll
| die in 'em il he ever does die.

“1 apologized to him for my thought-
lessnesa in asking such a fool question
and ventured to hint that if it was all
the same to him | would like to hear
something about how he happened to
knock the two wildoats over

“‘Well," said Joe, 'l guess maybe 1
only did happen to do it, for | wasn't look-
in' for wildcats when these here two come
along. I'd got an idee that a big bear
that holed up in Kelley's Holler Swamp
last winter had come out a week or so ago
and [ wanted to sort o' git on to his doin's
80 as to mark him down for future refer-
enca when the time comes along next fall
when bears is open for busineas accordin’
to law and I meandered over there t'other
day to have a look around.

“ ‘My dog Jasper was huntin’ round in
the swamp, and by an' by | heerd the
dickens of a time in there, an’ was afeerd
that maybe Jasper had took holt onto
the bear and we mought git into trauble.
So 1 was jest makin' a p'int to git in the
swamp an' tear Jagper loose from the
bear when the brush opened an' out come
the wildcat that was wearin' the littlest
o' these here two pelts, an’ that un's big
enough for any ono decent wildeat to
been wearin', I take it.

“ “This un here,' said Joe, humping the
pelt off of his shoulder and pointing to it.
‘Don't you think so, Colonel?"

*I naid 1 certainly did, and Joe put the
pelt back on his shoulder and went on.

* ‘Well, he come out, the wildeat did,’
gaid Joe, ‘like a hurricane, an' I had to
fire quick to keep him from gittin' off into
the thicket on t'other gide o' the road,
an' the consequence was that I didn't
git the slug where 1 wanted it, an' only
jost broke the varmint's shoulder.

* ‘That made him so mad that he didn't
stop to consider what mought kthpen to
him, but sprung at me. I hadn't no more
loads in my rifle jest then, and the wildeat
was comin' for me so serious like that 1
reached out an' et him with the butt o'
the gun an' keeled him over,

“‘But | seen that he was considerin’
another whack at me, an’ | jumped onto
him about as quick as he had turned to
Jump on me, an' sot one o' my No. 1A

it now, when the big buck and a doe
came loping along the outskirts of Mill-
rift, paused a moment as if to look the

shelter of a pine grove on a nearby rise
of ground significantly named
Hill. Within the week four more does
came along and joined the colony on

than had s&pent the summer and fall at
and about Millrift. When Millrift re-
covered from its amazement Bill Pad-
wet, having pondered the matter deeply,
was moved to say:

“'Looks to me as if they had made
for the two we killed and then added two
maore out of revenge. And come to think
of it," said Bill, ‘instead of feeling hard
toward them deer seems to me we ought
to be kind o' stuck up over 'em. I don't
believe anybody else's deer are smart
enough to keep track of the game law,
so 1 don't’

“Put Millrift shook, its head at that.
It wouldn't go auite as far as that. And
there in that pi
have dwelt all winter, coming every once
in a whilesright into the village and look-
ing round, and making frequent evidently
prospecting excursions ahout the purely
agricultural districts.

“The deer make little journeva trom
Snake Hill out into the surrounding woods
and through the back country somew here,
but always come back to their outlook at
Millrift, and the Millrifters are expect-
ing, from the way things look, that they
are booked to enfertain the six deer the
coming season. They can't qui!e bring
themselves to agree with Bill Padget that
their deer are so smart that they keep
run of the open and close hunting season
in Pike county, gmart as they hold all the
wild eritters in their bailiwick to he; but
if ,gome one doesn't come along pretty
soon and tell them why their deer ecut
up 8o, they feel that there will be no other
way to account for it.”

PLAGUE OF WILD GEESE.

ood

Patrols Neoded 10 Protect Wheat Flelds
in California From Them.

“The California complaint about the
havoo wrought by wild geese in the wheat
districts is no new thing. Once 1 was
employed as a wild gnose herder in Yolo

county, N. Y., man who spent some years
in tha Bacramento Valley., “It may
sound strange to peopls in the Kast, but
to protect the grain {rom wild geese and

Three days it was, as Millrift recalls!

prospect over, and then passed on to the |

Snake |

Snake Hill, making six deer, two more |

pine grove thore six deer |

and Colusa counties,” raid an ﬂnngal

to return, fiving from the land side, having |
evidently completed a big circle in their |
'flight. Again it takes them several hours |
| to get instde. The cavesgre so foul smelling, |
(=0 vilely black that they have never been

[ fully explored.” |

Court Practices In the Sonth.
From the Clewcland Leader,

“It'a queer the way the laws in some |
of the Southern Statea differ from our
laws up here,” said (ol. Allan T. Drins-
made, just back from a long trip through
the South,

“In Norfolk, Va., I sat one day recently
heside a Federal Judge when a criminal
case was being tried. The charge was, |
think, robbing the United States mails.
AL M the Judge turned aside and speak-
ing very quietly sald:

“ 'The jury will now retire

“ A racesa, [ suppose,’ | observed

“'No," he said, ‘the jury is ahout to revire
to consider the evidence and give its ver-
dict *

‘But vou did not charge the jury,' I
remarked in a puzzled way,

“'Wa do not charge the juries in this
jurisdiction,' he replied

“In Savannah a day or two later 1 waa
In a court room where a divorca case was
being tried before a jury. The wife, who
was the plaintiff, was given the verdict

“So she gets her decree,” 1 remarked
toa lawyer friend,

“'No, not now," he raplied. ‘InYhis State
when in a divorce case the verdict goes 1o
the plaintii the case must be tried again
at the next term of court. 1f the plaintif

[ wins again the decree is granted,

however, at the first trial the da.
nt wins, the case is all over. (ueasr
int, bud the Judge said (t was working
that after she first verdict in favor of

|
|

fonda
“law th
| we \ \

the plaintiff a reconciliation was often
I brought about.*

Cause of Explosions In Flour Mills,

From the Chicago Tribune.

An Fngligh firm of millera, troubled with
+dust explosions, set about discovering the
|('nmm of Ignition of the dust. The mills
| use the steel roller process of patent flour,
! and iron or ateel particles in the grain were
| suspected of coming in coutact with the
ateel rolls and emitting the spark, causing
the exploaions.

Accordingly an apparatus was designed
by which all the graln subject to the rolls
first was ‘mmri‘ over hlghly magnetized
wteel arresters.  The result was strikingly
in proof of the theory, These eleciro mag-
nets collacted steel and iron particles rang-
ing from the microscople up to hox nails
severa! inches long. With a standard equip-
ment of arresters capahla of passing 1,000
bushels of grain an hour, 80 much meotal
collecta that several times u day the magnets
must ha awung aride and brushed clean of
their accumulations,

i tha lunes to give ‘em to you, nor nothin' i trict combine in a sort of mutual herding | kill his foe on sight and Harper had re-

plied that he was prepared for the attempc.
At last the attempt was made and Langdon
was the victim

Bill Harper appeared voluntarily at the
Coroner's inquest and testifled that he had
fired the shot that killed Langdon and that
he had done go to sgave his own life, as
Langdon had threatened to kill him and
wis in the very act of firing at him. There
was no one who undertook to contradiot
this statement and the charge against
Harper was practically dismissed.

Nevertheless the faction of which Lang-
don had been the leader was greatly

| wrought up over the tragedy and it wa

almost certain that there would be more
troutile. There was more than one man
in town who would have been ready at
Langdon's word to fight for him or with
him and it was natural to expect that some
one of these might undertake to avenge
his death. Of theee Dave Ackerman was
the one who was looked to by his as-
sociates as most likely to undertake the
reprisal.

He was Langdon’'s partner in business
and had been fully as bitter as Langdon
himsell in denouncing Harper. Never-
theless two or three days followed after
the inquest before anything happened to
disturb the calm which succeeded the
sghooting. Then eame another chapter,

It happened that Harper had business
which required him to leave La Crosse
for a time, and lest he should he suspected
of running away from troubile he took
pains to let it be known that he was going
on the next hoat down the river. Those
who saw him off and saw that Dan Acker-
man boarded the same boat warned
Harper, but he said that he would try
to avoid trouble but would not shirk it
if it came his way.

Strenuous as he was in his advocacy
of public order Harper would have laughed
at anybody who accused him of incon-
sistency in plaving poker, and on the
very first evening of his trip he sat in
with four of his fellow travellers at a
friendly game of draw, as they called it
when it was proposed.

To these five, alter they had been play-
Ing a little while, came Dave Ackermen,
He looked on for a few minutes and then
sald, in accordance with the etiquette
of the time, “Have you gentlemen any
objection to my sitting in?" And as
no one excepting Harper had any objec-
tion and Harper said nothing he took

| the sixth hand.

Among the bystanders who watched
the game with interest, and there were
several of these, was more than one
who knew hoth Harper and Ackerman
and of the enmity between them.

Thére were those also who knew of
Dave Ackerman’s reputation as a skilful
manipulator of the cards and several
paira of keen eves watched his every
move. No one there excepting the play-
ers themselves would have said anything,
no matter what the gambler did, but
knowing the probability of trouble they
watched to gee if possible what the pre-
text would be.

But as if he knew, as most likely he did,
the close attention that was paid to his
play, the gambler seemed to be osten-
tatiously avoiding any chance for suspi-
cion. So far as was ever known he was
not guilty of the slightest irregularity
in his play. Nevertheloss he was him-
eelf looking carefully, as it proved, for a
pretext for aquarrel. It came when one
of the other players, a well known lumber-

dealt an unusual hand.

The age was held by Harper and he
had put up the usual ante of twa bita
call a half, for the game was not remark-
ably large. The next player, named Mid-
dleton, came in and the next, Jim Bixby,
a professional, raised it. Then Ackerman
laid down, as did the next man, and the
dealer reraised

Harper promptly made it $5 more to
play, and as the provious raises had been
only a single dollar it looked as if the,
others might drop out, but only Middle-
ton did so. Rixby made it $5 more and
Wheeler in turn raised it $10

Even at that Harper seemed unafraid
and he raised it $10. Then Bixby raised
it $20 and Wheeler, looking a little doubt-
ful, trailed.

Harper paid no attention, apparently,
to Bixby, but looked steadily at Wheeler
for almoet a minute before plaving, Then
he also trailed. It looked as if he had been
debating whether to raise again and had
refrained from doing so lest he might
drive Wheeler out before the draw.

Then he called for two cards, and those
who were watching his play conecludbd
that he must have three aces and most
of them considered that he overplayed
his hand.

Bixby and Whealer hoth stood pat,
and the judgment of Harper's play seemed
to be justified. Bixby, having firat sav,
put up $100, and Wheeler rais«ﬁ him §100,

man from 8St. Anthony. named Wheeler, |

1I'd get dizzy sure.
heights.

“The firat time I was a bit dizzy and
hardly reached the foretop. The second
time [ got out on the mizeen topgallant.
yard, sent there to make up gaskets. It
wasn't bad when 1 got there. I was a
little shaky going up, but once out on the
yard I had something to do and I soon
found myself gazing with interest but
quite without alarm over the ocean and
down at the deck.

“Having something to do makes a grea!
difference. And then, the fact that you
always, or nearly always, have hold of
something has a lot to do with it too. The
sailors' rule, one observed as carefully by
the veteran as by the apprentioce, is ‘One
hand for yourself and one for the com-
pany,’ and the unwritten but not unspoken
corollary is that in certain moments it's
both hands for yourself and farewell the
company.

“kven now on heights I am bhothered
unless I have a hold or a balance. 1
marvel just as much as any one at the
stee] worker who walks a r & hundred
feet in the air. But riding a girder
isn't anything.

“You speedily get so aboard ship that
you balance on your belly against the
E:rd and think nothing of the swayinz

at rope on which you stand. [ never
minded going aloft barefoot in the tropies,
but coming down-—-well you feel as if
your feet would be cut in two.

“And by the way, in the tropios up
aloft is the best place in the world to be.
You get the breeze and you're in tho
shade half the time and you're off the
blistering hot deck and the mate can
only cuss you afar off. Oh, there aie
times when you're glad to go aloft!”

1 always had on

THE SEVENTH'SWARVETERANS.
Rebelllon Sarvivors to Be Honered at
Semi<Centenary Celebration.

The Seventh Regiment will celebrate
the fiftieth anniversary of its departure
for Washington on April 10. A few days
after President Lincoln's call for 75,000
volunteers was published the regiment
declared itself ready and marched away
091 strong under the command of Col.
Marshall Lefferts.

The regiment was transported only to
Annapolis and from there marched in
heavy order with camp equipment to
Washington, where they arrived on April
25. Of those who went to the front at that
time and who on the way to Washington
repaired roads that had n torn up by
rebel gympathizers many enlisted in the
regular and volunteer service after the
regiment’'s term of ninety days had ex-
pired. The regiment furnished in all 800
men of viom fifty-eight died in the ser-
vice. Those who are still alive and who will
be the guests of honor at the celebration
of the fiftieth anniversary are:

Major Alexander Shaler,

!

Nom Commissioned Staff--Sergt.- Major Robert
C. Rathbone, Left Gulde James J. Morison,

Company A—Sergt. 11. M. Funston, Corporal
F. 0. Plerce. Privates Gi. T. Cook. R. D, Evana
H. 1, Trenor, G. W. Ring, A. B. Villaplait. -

Company B Sergt. Peter Palmer, Privates
| Willlam Lee Dariing, Richard F. Ware. Abraham
:lihmmn Jacob H. Amerman, Robert 8. Gould,
Jr., Moomfield Brower, Jonathan N. Havens,
! A, AL Burtls, Robert W, Leonard, Amos M. Chase,
| Thomas . Mather, Willlam H. Codey, James W,
'\Illlrr. Albert A, Curtis, Fdward L. Molineax,
| Richard L. Salesbury. Edwin A. Whitfield, Fred-
erick Foste, Frederick G. Agens and J. V. W
Vanderwart

Company C-Sergt. John W. Murray, Privates
Darius Ferry, Gllhert H, McKihben, Nelson H.
| Oakley, Willlam M. St. John, Willlam I. Van
Wyek, David 1. Wright. Wlllam E. Hopsey,
Charles 12, Bogert

Company D Second Lleut. John W. Bogert,
Sergt. Henry Lverdell. Privates Edward Earle,
 Willlam H. Kipp, Cornellus B. Outcall, Charles
| 1. Swards, Marshall Lefferts, Jr.

Campany E- Privates Albert W. Hyde, Goorge
Price and Charies A, Lenedlet,
Company ¥ Privates Gordon (. Br.nkerhofl,
| Jacob Duryes, Charles G. Snedburg, Edward W,
Van Benschoten, Willlam P, Roome.
i Company G- Sergl. George W. Ely, Corporal
Thomas E. Delano, Privates W. E Callender.
J. H. Palmer, Lyman Tiffany, George R. Flich.
Company 1 ~Privates Charles D. Allen. David
. Austen, Joseph H. Bearnes, Silas B, Bromwell.
Hohert (). N. Vord, Edward H. Gonge, CharlesJ.
Jung, Joseph N, T. Levick, Howard Lapsiny,
Company I Privates James R, Beirne, George
W. White, p
Company K -Corporal James Bleeckér, Privates
Lawrence Drake James P. Lacombe, Otto I,
Peterson  Henry Plerson, H, H, Wotherspoon,
. J &, Bleccker.

A

The Burgiar's Mours. .
From the Philadelphia Inquirer,
Nearly all burglars get in, not through
the door, whicli the householder Is so care-
ful to bolt and chain, but through the win-
(dow. In london in one year 357 burelars
j #ot in through windows, only sighty-five
| entered through doors, fifteen tirough § A
| lights und eleven by “breaking out.” Fﬁ:.
| keys were used twenty-five times, The
| tavorite hours are 2 to 8 in the mo
|'J'hu' householder falls inte his soun
|

ne
uhm{\ ahout an hour after dozing off md‘ﬂ
least likely to hear a burglar, say, bet 'f
| 1 nnd 8 o'clock.  lut the pnlh-o‘nm ?n y
since 10 o'clock must be growing t ¥y
cock crow, rlg that seems why the burglar
"
iousehreaker

selects the r hours. .

The chooses elther tI‘O
'very early morning, when the family ia
likely to he out, or the dinner hour, when
| persuns are not' apt to be thinking' about
P him, Vetween 8 and 8 o'cloek in ll\. r‘?m-
ing thers are 3xi cases of howseh I
I'hen during the next five hours, from 8
10 o'vlock, the total is ouly 1l4.




